
 

 

REDLANDS MESA WATER USERS, INC. 

ANNUAL SHAREHOLDERS MEETING 

January 29, 2016 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The annual meeting of the Redlands Mesa Water Users, Inc. was called to order at  

7:06p.m. by President Reg Cridler.   

 

 

CALL OF THE MEETING 

Secretary, Debbie Christner read the call of the meeting. 

 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Everyone introduced themselves; 

Reg Cridler, the president,  

Board members: Dan Hawkins, Kay Adams, Karen Marty and Pete Klaseen.  

Ditch manager:  Bryan Klaseen 

Box Setters: Lawrence McKendrick and Andy Kasper 

 

 

DITCH MANAGER’S REPORT 
Bryan Klaseen, ditch manager reported the year started dry and then it began raining and 

turned out to be a good year.  The District Engineer ordered a hard box set beginning 

April 1st, this caused problems at the bottom of the system.  Several areas flooded along 

with the road.  If judgement could be used to distribute early run off water it would work 

better.  Bryan thanked Andy Kasper for stepping up and helping out when Steve Widner  

could not set boxes. 

 

Anne Sievers questioned how the District Engineer has the authority to dictate when 

boxes are set.  Mr. Kuntz and Mr. Whittlesey felt injured and it is the District Engineers 

responsibility to make sure no water users are injured. 

 

Reg Cridler reported that Attorney, Aaron Clay said Dave Whittlesey does not have to be 

notified of Redlands Board meetings, Dave Whittlesey did not agree with this, he stated  

an organization that administers publicly funded water projects such as project water 

from the bureau of reclamation, must have open announced meetings. The Delta 

Conservation District, and NFWCD are examples.  He does not believe Aaron Clay 

looked at it this way. 

 

 

MINUTES 

Debbie read the minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting.  

 

MOVED BY: Veronica Minch to approve the minutes.  

SECONDED BY: Janet Quinn 

MOTION CARRIED with no opposing votes. 

 



 

 

 

 

QUORUM  
The credentials committee of Sue Whittlesey, Tonya Mackendrick and Doug Christner, 

reported that 18 shareholders were present and 26 were represented by proxy, for a total 

of 44.  41 is needed for a quorum, thus a quorum was declared 

 

 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Shareholders received copies of the 2015 Balance Sheet. 2015 Budget comparison, 

proposed 2016 budget and box setting detail. 

 

MOVED BY: Bryan Klaseen to approve the 2015 financials 

SECONDED BY: Lou Bridges 

MOTION CARRIED with no opposing votes. 

 

 

BUDGET 

The proposed 2016 budget was presented. 

 

Deb explained that the last two months of box setting has a higher fee due to fewer users.  

The cost to set boxes is the same every month so less users results in a higher fee. 

 

Anne Sievers stated the box set fee needed to be discussed before the budget could be 

adopted. 

 

Reg explained Redlands Mesa Water manages numerous ditches and sets boxes for 99 

users.  Redlands carries B-1 & B-2 water from Leroux Creek Water users and bills the 

users directly for that water.  Redlands O & M for the ditches is paid only by Redlands 

Mesa Water Users members.  Box setting is a user fee, it is legal for a ditch company to 

bill user’s fees to members and others, they also have the authority to stop water delivery 

if payment is not made. 

 

Redlands Mesa Water Users and Overland Ditch Company have a long time agreement 

where Redlands is to manage and distribute Redlands and Overland water. 

 

MOVED BY:  Veronica Minch to repeal the box set fee as it is not fair to shareholders 

That have few shares.   

 

Nomi Gray reiterated that small shareholders paid more. 

 

Dan Hawkins stated all users benefit from boxes upstream being set.  It cost and takes the 

same amount of time, if not more, to set boxes for a small amount of water as a large 

amount. 

 

There is discussion being held to bill for O & M on the distribution ditches to Overland 

only users also. 

 

 



 

 

Dave Kuntz said there was an agreement for Redlands to deliver water using Overland 

Ditches and not charge.  He then said Overland started in 1896 with the first water being 

delivered in 1908.  The Stull was a separate ditch.  These operations continued until 1962 

when project water became available.  Dave may have evidence from the Bureau of 

Reclamation and The North Fork Water Conservancy District (NFWCD) that the 

responsibility of the NFWCD to enlarge the Stull ditch and distribute water was given to 

Redlands Mesa Water Users. 

He believes the box set fee is not legal. 

 

MOVED BY:  Veronica Minch to amend her motion to-Box Set Fees set aside until an 

equitable solution can be arrived. 

SECONDED BY: Dave Whittlesey 

 

Currently both Overland Ditch & Reservoir and Redlands Mesa Water Users are working 

with Aaron Clay on a box setting agreement 

 

There was discussion about letting all owners know about the outcome and vote.  Deb 

Christner said they were told by Aaron Clay that this is an action that the board have the 

authority to enact and it does not need to be voted on. 

 

Overland Ditch and Reservoir ends at the Moore Box. 

 

Nomi Gray and Anne Sievers both agree Overland users need to contribute to box setting, 

but details need to be worked out. 

 

Sally Hardy who owns only a few share of Overland Water thinks the box set fee is not 

fair, she said this is the first she has heard of it. Sally Hardy said the box setting fee was 

not discussed at previous meetings. 

 

It was pointed out that if a person bought shares and were told there was a box set fee 

involved they would not question it. 

 

There was discussion of Redlands sending a box setting fee to Overland and Overland 

can then bill their members.  Dave Kuntz is on the Overland board and has not heard of  

such a discussion. 

 

Lawrence Mackendrick pointed out that if we wait to enact a fee until an agreement is 

made the agreement will never happen. 

 

Pat Frazier stated that this issue was never talked about before and how upset Overland 

only users are.  Deb Christner, who is an Overland only user, said they and several other 

Overland only users have wanted to pay their fair share for a long time and did not have a 

problem with the fee. 

 

Bryan request a vote on Veronica’s Minch’s motion by paper.   

 

MOVED BY:  Veronica Minch for Box Set Fees to be set aside until an equitable 

solution can be arrived. 

SECONDED BY: Dave Whittlesey 

MOTION FAILED:  1O Yes and 34 No 



 

 

 

The box set fee will continue. 

 

 

MOVED BY: Anne Sievers to approve the 2016 Budget 

SECONDED BY: Bryan Klaseen 

MOTION CARRIED with two opposing votes. 

MOVED BY: Bryan Klaseen to set the call at $4.25 as needed 

SECONDED BY: Pete Klaseen 

MOTION CARRIED with no opposing votes. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Reg Cridler attended the DARCA conference, which discussed how water companies 

work with others, like County Commissioners. 

 

Greg Knight asked Bryan Klaseen about the Leroux Creek wall repairs, Bryan and Eric 

Fritchman have looked at the situation, Eric has ordered the steel and the repair will 

happen when the high water goes down. 

 

Dave Whittlesey brought up that now that the North Fork Water Conservancy District has 

de-Bruced they have funds available for these kind of projects.  Deb Christner 

and Dave Whittlesey will work with Bryan Klaseen on this. 

 

Lou Bridges, President of The Durkee Ditch has been approached by Madison Gulch to 

run water via Redlands and Durkee.  More details will have to be found out and Madison 

Gulch needs to come before The Redlands board to discuss the impact. 

 

Redlands has a 2 wheel drive Toyota pickup, apx 1972 at Burritts that needs to be moved.  

It may have a title if anyone is interested they need to let Redlands know. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Box Set Fee-see discussion under budget. 

 

 

ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS 

The terms of Kay Adams and Dan Hawkins are expiring. They agreed to serve again. 

 

MOVED BY: Veronica Minch to retain the present board 

SECONDED BY: Anne Sievers 

MOTION CARRIED by acclamation 

 

 

SHAREHOLDERS CONCERNS 

None 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 



 

 

Kay Adams made a motion to adjourn, Pete Klaseen 2nd the motion.  Motion passed with 

all in favor. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Debbie Christner, Secretary 


